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Safety &  
Experience 

Paul  Ve t ter ,  COO  

For nearly 30 years, Ex-

ecutive Air Taxi Corpora-

tion has been providing 

and operating Helicopter 

EMS Services. Through 

the years, the Safety of 

the crewmembers and 

patients remains the pri-

mary focus in all areas of 

our operation. Our perfect 

safety record is the result 

of our team of dedicated 

professionals who are 

strongly committed to this 

philosophy. Our experi-

enced team of 4 fulltime 

helicopter pilots have over 

100 years of combined 

aircraft flight experience 

between them. Our main-

tenance team also has 

over 100 years of com-

bined experience main-

taining aircraft. We are 

proud of our qualified 

and experienced team 

members and the dedica-

tion they all have to bring-

ing  continued safe suc-

cess of the Trinity Health 

Northstar Criticair pro-

gram. 

every day, with a flight crew, paramedics and 

other specialists, responding within minutes 

to deliver definitive care for the patient.   

Whether on a transport intercept with a rural 

ambulance, an emergent response in remote 

locations, or a patient transfer from a rural 

facility, NorthStar Criticair represents Trin-

ity Healthôs com-

mitment to offer its 

communities and 

residents the high-

est levels of 

healthcare quality 

and service. 

John M. Kutch 

CEO, Trinity 

Health 
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Trinity Health is proud of its helicopter ambulance, NorthStar Criticair, and of all our pro-

fessionals whoôve helped Trinity achieve our distinguished record of lifesaving service.   

Commitment is Sky High 

The Western Dakota corridor and 

Eastern Montana regions rely on Trin-

ity Healthôs NorthStar Criticair heli-

copter ambulance when lives are on 

the line.  Trinity Healthôs commitment 

to air ambulance service began in 

1968, when Trinity launched one of 

the countryôs first hospital-sponsored 

flight services.  That legacy continues 

today and features a Bell 407, com-

plete with new navigation systems 

and mobile medical equipment. 

NorthStar Criticair is an extension of Trinityôs 

mission to improve the health of our region.  

Collaborating with Executive Air Taxi Corp., 

Trinityôs NorthStar Criticair provides air re-

sponse and rescue care 24 hours a day  
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flight following equipment known as  Sky-

Trac, a satellite based aircraft flight follow-

ing system capable of two-way voice com-

munication between the aircraft and dis-

patch and two-way text messaging between 

the aircraft and ground. The SkyTrac addi-

tion to the NorthStar Program has allowed 

Flight Followers as well as Administration to 

locate and track the crew and aircraft any 

time of the day or night. 

In addition to current technology in the cock-

pit, the Trinity Health and Executive Air Taxi 

team provide  helicopter crews with initial, 

refresher and regulatory training.  Medical 

crews and pilots bring the highest level of 

professionalism and experience to the mis-

sion and the NorthStar CriticAir Programs 

record of Safety and Patient care is second 

to none. 

helps eliminate fatigue and in-

crease crew and patient comfort. 

The NorthStar Bell 407 is equipped 

with the Garmin GNS 430 & 530 GPS sys-

tem which provides Terrain Warning and 

Awareness (TWAS) capabilities relative to 

the altitude of the aircraft.  The helicopter is 

also equipped with the Traffic Information 

System (TIS) which provides a graphic dis-

play of traffic advisory relative to the aircraft. 

Weather Data Link Interface is part of the 

aircraft GPS System as well and it provides 

the pilot with satellite weather and data in-

formation.   The system alerts the pilot and 

provides all information via a screen display 

in the cockpit.   The Helicopter is also  

equipped with a radar altimeter, and satellite 

phone for hospital and dispatch communica-

tion. The NorthStar Helicopter has the latest  

Speed, Range & Technology Improve Patient  Care 

From The Pilotôs Corner 
Greg Kurtz, NorthStar CriticAir Base Manager 

The NorthStar Program has been graced 

with the Bell 407 Helicopter for the past 15 

months and this aircraft has performed as 

advertised.  The Bell 407 has proven to be 

on average 20% faster than the Bell 206 

Long-Ranger (the programs prior A/C) 

which is critical when time counts.  Along 

with speed comes the improved payload 

capacity that has allowed the crews to in-

crease the range and required performance 

on those sultry summer days.  No longer 

are we required to trade off fuel for aircraft 

range and capabilities or are we required to 

make additional  fuel stops on most mis-

sions.  Air conditioning is also part of the 

407ôs standard equipment which in turn 
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