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From The Pil
Greg Kurtz, NorthStar CriticAir Base Manager

The NorthStar Program has been graced
with the Bell 407 Helicopter for the past 15
months and this aircraft has performed as
advertised. The Bell 407 has proven to be
on average 20% faster than the Bell 206
Long-Ranger (the programs prior A/C)
which is critical when time counts. Along
with speed comes the improved payload
capacity that has allowed the crews to in-
crease the range and required performance
on those sultry summer days. No longer
are we required to trade off fuel for aircraft
range and capabilities or are we required to
make additional fuel stops on most mis-
sions. Air conditioning is also part of the

40706s standard

01 O g helps elimnatg) fatigue and in-

crease crew and patient comfort.

The NorthStar Bell 407 is equipped
with the Garmin GNS 430 & 530 GPS sys-
tem which provides Terrain Warning and
Awareness (TWAS) capabilities relative to
the altitude of the aircraft. The helicopter is
also equipped with the Traffic Information
System (TIS) which provides a graphic dis-
play of traffic advisory relative to the aircraft.
Weather Data Link Interface is part of the
aircraft GPS System as well and it provides
the pilot with satellite weather and data in-
formation. The system alerts the pilot and
provides all information via a screen display
in the cockpit. The Helicopter is also
equipped with a radar altimeter, and satellite

phone for hospital and dispatch communica-

equi pme fidh. TMeNbrhdtar Hellcoptethagthe latest

flight following equipment known as Sky-
Trac, a satellite based aircraft flight follow-
ing system capable of two-way voice com-
munication between the aircraft and dis-
patch and two-way text messaging between
the aircraft and ground. The SkyTrac addi-
tion to the NorthStar Program has allowed
Flight Followers as well as Administration to
locate and track the crew and aircraft any

time of the day or night.

In addition to current technology in the cock-
pit, the Trinity Health and Executive Air Taxi
team provide helicopter crews with initial,
refresher and regulatory training. Medical
crews and pilots bring the highest level of
professionalism and experience to the mis-
sion and the NorthStar CriticAir Programs
record of Safety and Patient care is second

to none.
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2301 University Drive
PO Box 2273
Bismarck, ND 58504
(701) 258-5024
1-800-932-8924
www.executive-air.com

ay
£

| =1—1H
Helicopter

A Textron Company

:eltcopattgr
ssociation
Ninternational

AAM

2[5 ==

ASSOCIATION OF
AIR MEDICAL SERVICES

aa),
(|



